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RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE. 


For the Methodist Protestant. 
PENNSYLVANIA METHODIST PROTESTANT CHURCH 
CONFERENCE. 

Extract of the minutes of the Pennsylvania 
Annual Conference of the Methodist Protestant 
Church, held in Cherry street Meeting house, 
from the Sd tothe 11th of April, 1832, inclusive 

Members of the Conference. 
Sytvester Hutcutinson, President. 

Ministers. —John Smith, Thomas W. Pear- 
son, Kendell S. Cropper, Abraham Woolston, 
John 8S. Christine, Joseph McKee, Hiram R. 
Harrold, Thomas West, Thomas Cheeseman, 
Samuel Budd, James Brindle, Joseph Barlow, 
Thomas Payne, John G. Wilson, Thomas Dunn, 
John Fernon, Joseph Cramer, Zebedee Harbert, 


Phinehas Price, Taber Chadwick, James Ches- 
ter, Bartine T wiford—23. 


Lay Delegates.—David B. Salter, Elisha Chew, 
John Beckett, Arnold S. Naudain, Thomas 
Vaughan, Christopher Brooks, Robert Hodgson, 
Levin B. Godwin, Enoch Springer, Ebenezer 
Cropper, Thomas L. Coats, Caleb Rodney, Jere- 
miah Stull, John E. Sickler, Jeremiah Walton, 
Jacob Andress, William Boartree, Henry Lye, 
John Cameron—18. 


Those whose names are printed in italics 
were absent. 


Preachers admitted to itinerate on trial. 


Anthony McReynolds, Thomas Crowe, Jo- 
seph Ray, Alexander Lane—4, 

STATIONS OF THE MINISTERS AND PREACHERS. 

Cherry-street Station —John Smith, superin- 
tendent; Thomas Dunn* and Zebedee Harbert, 
assistants, gratis. 

Kensington Station —Hiram R. Harrold, su- 

rintendent; James Brindle,* John Fernon* and 

hinehas Price,* assistants, gralts. 

New Castle Circuit.—Abraham W oolston,su- 
perintendent; John G. Wilson, assistant. 

Sussex Circuit—Thomas W. Pearson, su- 
perintendent; Joseph Ray, assistant. 

Centreville Circuit —Joseph Barlow, super- 
intendent. 

Glassborough Circuit—Samuel Budd, super- 
intendent; Alexander Lane, assistant; James 
Chester* and Thomas Cheeseman,* do. gratis. 

Shrewsbury Circuit.—Joseph Cramer, super- 
intendent; Joseph McKee, assistant; Taber 
Chadwick,* do. gratis. 

Salem Circuit—Thomas Payne, superintend. 

Burlington Circuit—Bartine Twiford, super- 
intendent; Anthony McReynolds, assistant. 

Schuylkill Circuit—Thomas West, superin- 
tendent. 


MISSIONARY STATIONS. 
Milford, Pa.—Thomas Crowe. 
Pemberton, N. J—John S. Christine. 
Southern Mission.—Kendell S. Cropper. 
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UNSTATIONED MINISTERS. 

John Price, Samuel B. Scattergood, William 
Morgan, William P. Vanote—4. 

Total number of members in the district, 1201. 

{Those whose names are marked thus (*) 
are to render all the assistance to the travelling 
Ministers they can, consistent with their world- 
ly business, without temporal remuneration. 
CAMP MFETING FOR THE PENNSELVANIA DISTRICT. 
Glassborough Circuit, - - June 14. 


Shrewsbury do. - @- do 
Sussex da. daly & 
NewCastle do. - - August 2. 


Salem, Pa. do. - - do 3i. 
Burlington do. - September 5. 


The first Friday in September is appointed as 
a day of thanksgiving and prayer. 

Henry Lye, No. 379 Market street, Philadel- 
phia, is appointed Book Agent for the Pennsy!l- 
vania district. 

The next Annual Conference of the Pennsy]l- 
vania district will be held in Cherry-st. Meeting 
house, Philadelphia, on the second Wednesday 
in March, 1833. 

Sytvester Hutcutnson, President. 

Hiram R. Harrold, Secretary. 


From the Methodist Correspondent. 

Extract of a letter from brother Joel Dolby, 
Jr. dated Greenfield, Highland Circuit, Ohio, 
March 27th, 1832. 

The day star from on high hath visited us.— 
Our second quarterly meeting for this circuit 
was held on Inst Saturday and Sabbath. The 
Lord was with us in a powerful manner, on Sa- 
turday evening mourners crowded forward de- 
siring the prayers of the people of God. Our 
lovefeast commenced at 9 o’clock on Sabbath 
morning. The Lord comforted his people abun- 
dantly while relating his gracious dealings with 
their souls. Immediately before public preach- 
ing the Sacrament of the Lord’s supper was ad- 
ministered, at which time we had the satisfac- 
tion of seeing the Presbyterians, Episcopal 
Methodists, and P. Methodists communing to- 
gether. A deep solemnity seemed to pervade 
the whole congregation. ©The work was visibly 
manifest through the services of the day, but 
more powerfully in the evening, at which time 
the power of God arrested the sinner. There 
was an invitation now given for the mourners to 
declare themselves candidates for the pardoning 
mercy of God. Many embraced the opportuni- 
ty,and with streaming eyes,and trembling voices, 
came forward and begged the pardoning mercy 
of God and the prayers of his people. At this 
meeting 12 united with us in church fellowship, 
making an accession of 40, since conference. 
Times are getting better, and we look for bet- 
ter still. It continues to be said by some that 
reform is going to nothing, but an cnlightened 
community know better. I believe if we are 
faithful to the sacred trust committed to us, our 
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must and will prevail. 


LOUISVILLE, March 27th, 1832. 


agreeably in reading the many pleasing accounts, 


ent circuits and stations, published in the Cor- 
respondent; and I have long fegretted it, that 
we have not been able to give information from 
this place equally encouraging. Permit me to 
inform you, however, that I think we may fairly 
say, that our prospects are a little more flatter- 
ing than they were some months ago. Our se- 
cgnd quarterly meeting was holden on the se- 
cond Saturday and Sabbath of this month.— 
Father Snethen and Brother Zachariah were 
with us. Their labors were duly appreciated by 
the brethren. At this meeting we had a pleasant 
state of feeling from the commencement to the 
close. The congregations were respectable and 
attentive, though not large. At our love feast 
on Monday night, we had a good time—two 
joined the church—they were both respectable 
and pious. We have taken several into church 
fellowship since I came to this station, some by 
letter, some from the M. E. Church, and some 
from the world. Our congregations are gradual- 
ly increasing, and we are looking forward to a 
period when our principles shall more triumph- 
antly prevail in this city. The people of this 
place, I am confident, possess intelligence suffi- 
cient to secure to our principles, and our cause, 
their decided approbation and influence, if they 
can but be prevailed upon to give the,subject a 
fair and impartial investigation. We have in 
this city a union prayer meeting, in which the 
Presbyterians, the Baptists, and the P. Metho- 
dists unite; the special object of which is, to 
pray for a revival of religion in this place. Qh, 
that God may answer the prayers of his people, 
and that Louisville may be replenished with the 
showers of grace from on high. The E. Meth- 
odists were respectfully invited by the Presby- 
terian brethren to bear a part in this meeting, 
but officially refused to do so. Heaven grant 
that Methodists may yet open their eyes, and 
foresee the consequences of such episcopal dic- 
tation, and sectarian bigotry. Amen. Yours, 
in the bonds of a free and untrammelled Gos- 
pel, J. W. Ragan, 


{The Minutes of the Maryland Annual 
Conference of the Methodist Protestant Church 
for 18352, are received and will be issued in 
pamphlet form in the course of three or four 
days. They will be furnished at not exceeding 
374 cents per dozen by the Book Agent. It is 
hoped that our preachers.and friends generally, 
at least in the Maryland Conference, will feel 
an interest in the circulation of them. We shall 


rising community will very soon take a respecta- 
ble stand among our sister churches. Our pro- 


publish some extracts next week. 


gress may be gradual, but will be steady. Truth ~ . 


From the same. 


Messrs. Editors—I have spent some hours 


touching the prospects of our Zion from differ- 
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ECCLESIASTICAL. 


For the Methodist Protestant. 
AMERICAN METHODIST CHRONOLOGY. 


Introduction. 


Mr. Editor—It would, perhaps, be a species 
of abruptness to present the American Metho- 
dist Chronologer to the public, without assigning 
sufficient reasons for its publication. As it will 
be seen that the work contains an expose of facts 
and-events, connected with the history of the 
Methodist Episcopal church in America, which 
have never before been fully and impartially 
presented to the public, by any Methodist biog- 


or historian, that has favored 


the world with an account of Methodism; and, 


\ knowing that the minds of thousands are now 
"anxiously in search of information on the sub- 


t of church government, the author ventures 
Btwlieve that his feeble effort will be sanction- 
ed, and his chronologer welcomed by all who 
are desirous of seeing the truthasit is. He 
confidently hopes that the intelligent reader will 
pass over whatever «defects he may discover in 
the execution of the work, remembering that 
truth, to an inquiring mind, is never any the 
less amiable and charming from the mere cir- 
cumstance of making her appearance in a home- 
ly dress. . 

It has long been, and still is a matter of some 
regret with the author that he has not had the 
pleasure of seeing a work of such a nature from 
the pen of some abler hand. This is one reason 
why he has undertaken the present work. An 
ardent desire to see something of the kind with- 
in the reach of every American, before the lapse 
of time, and the efforts of a numerous priest- 
hood, bury in oblivion those events which should 
be known and studied by all, is another, Others 
might be — but, it may be, they would 
not be required. 

When the author commenced this work, he 
designed only to give a condensed view of the 
most important events in the history of the 
Methodist church, in a chronological table. But, 
after finishing the table, he found that the al- 
most universal ignorance of the facts, and the 
want of an impartial history to which every read- 
er might refer, wonld render such a table wholy 
unintelligible to thousands. He therefore deter- 
mined to give some particular account of the con- 
tents of the table, and entitle the work Ameri- 
can Methodist Chronologer. And, to shew that 
he is not disposed to misrepresent one fact, he 
will give part of the minutes of the several 
conferences from which he chiefly takes his ac- 
counts of those events. This he is the more in- 
clined to do, from the fact that the publishers 
of the volume of minutes say, it ‘‘confessedly 
contains the best history (as far as it goes) of 
the Methodists, and Methodist preachers in 
America, now extant.” 

The controversy which long existed in the 
Methodist Episcopal Church on her arbitrary 

vernment, eventuating in the expulsion of a 

ew, and the secession of many members from 
her fellowship, continues tobe productive of 
much warm and bitter contention. Opprobrious 
epithets are plentifully used and every possible 
means employed to degrade and render inefli- 
cient that system of government adopted by a 
convention of an equal representation of the se- 
ceding party. 

Arbitrary governments, while there are always 
mauy to support them, prove to be never failing 
sources of dissatistactions, strifes, and dissen- 
tions. Such was that of the Methodist Socie- 


ties at a very early period in America, In less 


METHODIST PROTESTANT. 


than five years after the first conference,a ques- 
tion agitated at one of them, (and, it would 
seem, from what is said of it in the minutes of 
a later conference, that the point contended 
for was carried,) was displeasing to Mr. As- 
bury. It was soon after, through his influence, 
disannulled and erased from the minutes; so that 
succeeding generations could not know that 
such a thing respecting the ordinances was done. 
The same spirit of dissatisfaction, however,con- 
tinued to prevail until a division took place by a 
minority of the conference excluding the major- 
ity from the connection. But, that breach was 
soon healed by the management of Mr. Asbury; 
though not without the complete subjection of 
the expeled majority to the entire control of the 
dominant few. In less than twelve years from 
the commencement the spirit of discontent was 
again roused by the establishment of episcopacy, 
which continued to increase in the minds of 
some until a secession took place in the south. 
The enormous power of the bishops council 
which was organized a little prior to that seces- 
sion no doubt eontributed to its completion.— 
But the spirit of opposition to the council be- 
came so unanimous among the preachers that 
the father of it, Mr. Asbury, seeing that to per- 
sist in its maintainance would be productive of 
the worst consequences, reluctantly consented 
to its dissolution. Immediately after, however, 
such an absolute disposal of all the preaehers 
was put into the hands of Mr. Asbury, by the 
general conference that abolished the council,as 
occasioned a secession of vast numbers under 
Mr. O’Kelley. Since which time others have 
taken place. The last, which took place in 
1828, is likely to be more formidable to the 
Methodist Episcopal church than any of the rest, 
being more general and systematic in its oper- 
ations. 


The different events from the first conference 
down to the present time present an alarming 
icture of the rapid progress of priestly power 
in the Methodist Church. Every movement of 
the traveling preachers inclines us more strong- 
ly to cling to our liberty, and to lose no oppor- 
tunity of contributing to its defence and security. 


Religious liberty is a precious boon which all 
should prize too high not to resist the smallest 
attempt to destroy or lessen it. It should be 
known by every christian “that there are many 
unanswerable arguments to be urged against em- 
ploying force, in matters of faith, modes of 
worship, or forms of religious discipline. Force 
is unsuitable to the subject. True religion de- 
pends upon conviction; and all rational convie- 
tion depends upon evidence. Force is so far 
from assisting a man to getaproper understand- 
ing of divine truth, that it tends to prevent the 
necessary inquiries. When a man attempts to 
propagate his own system of religion, by force, 
it furnishes a very strong argument against it. 
It is from weakness rather than strength of ar- 
gument, that a man has recourse to expulsion. — 
It is poogenat the man who has the wrong 
side of an argument, who Joses his temper first; 
and, perhaps, it is always the party least in the 
right that has recourse to coercive measures.— 
Atany rate, force is unnecessary to propogate 


truth, for truth is great and will prevail. While} 


force cannot propagate either truth or holiness, 
it powerfully tends to make hypocrites. Perse- 
cution destroys, or depresses men of principle 
and integrity, and affords the most powerful 
temptations to hypocracy and apostacy; encour- 
ages the worst of men, and gives the children’s 
bread to dogs, Itis the unalienable birth-right 


and to worship God as he thinks best. ‘God 


never gave any man, or number of men author- 
ity to deprive any person whatsoever of this 
right..°—Crowther. 


The government of the Methodist Church,both 
in America and Europe, seems to have been in- 
tended to be patriarchal during the life of Mr. 
Wesley. It continued partially so for upwards 
of fifteen years. It was, however, differently 
managed from that of any other of the same 
kind. Mr. Wesley, being too far from America 
to govern in person, was under the necessity of 
exercising his power and authority by means of 
agents. He, being the founder of the Methodist 
societies, was considered as the head, and all 
the preachers as hishelpers. That this was the 
light in which he viewed himself is evident from 
his own words to Mr. Asbury, “I am under God 
the Father of the ‘vhole family. And that the 
preachers acknowledged his patriarchate is evi- 
dent, from their official act so late as at the con- 
ference which adopted the Episcopal form of 
government. “During the lifeof Mr. Wesley,” 
said they, ‘‘we acknowledged ourselves his sons 
in the gospel, ready in matters belonging to 
church government to obey his commands.” 


This patriarchy, however, did not remain un- 
altered during the whole period of its existence, 
but, like every thing else of hnman origin, un- 
derwent considerable changes. At first the few 
preachers who labored in America were called 
Mr. Wesley’s helpers and assistants; the latter 
having charge of the circuits. ‘These men hav- 
ing no legislation to demand their attention ina 
deliberative assembly transacted all the business 
of the societies in what are now called quarter- 
ly conferences, until the first annual conference 
in 1773. At that time one was stiled, general 
assistant. This oflicer had charge of all the 
circuits and preachers; and appointed the preach- 
ers to their several circuits, and changed them 
according to his own judgment or fancy. ‘The 
next title that was CDedeend was general su- 

erintendant, and the last was bishop. ‘This 
ast, the superintendants assumed before the 
death of their patriarch, and in direct opposition 
to his will; which he warmly expressed ina letter 
to one of them after they had assumed that ti- 
tle, “how dare you suffer yourself to be called 
bishop.” All the other titles originated with 
Mr. Wesley himself, and were in perfect ac- 
cordance with the feelings and opinions of one 
who wished to hold and exercise the power of a 
patriarch. 

Under this government it was no doubt in- 
tended by Mr. Wesley that himself alone should 
be looked to as the only constituted and proper 
source of legislation. This is fully established 
by the fact of his requiring all who acted as his 
helpers to make the minutes of his English con- 
ference the rule of their conduct. But it may 
not be amiss to give some account of the way in 
which the titles helper, assistant, and general as- 
sistant originated; andthe manner in which busi- 
ness was transacted by Mr. Wesley in confer- 
ence with his preachers. Among the fruits of 
his ministry there were some laymen who beoan 
to exhort and preach. The good which they 
were instrumental in doing, induced him to cou- 
tinue them in their labours nnder his authority 
and direction. These he called helpers. Some 


among them distinguishing themselves as men 


of talents and extensive usefulness he placed in 
a relation somewhat nearer to himself than that 
of the rest, by giving them charge of circuits 
and calling them assistants. And when he ap- 
pointed one who was not ordained to superin- 


of every human being to choose his own religion, 


tend the whole work in America he stiled him 
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METHODIST PROTESTANT. 


general assistant. Thus it is evident that he 
sar ag avoided attaching to his lay preach- 
ers the character of ministers, by a cautious se- 


lection of the names by which he designated 


them. For although he encouraged them to con- 
tinue their labours, and confered with them for 
that purpose, yet he did not assemble them as 
‘ministers, but as the helpers of a minister; and 
denominated his conferences with them ‘con- 
versations.”” And when they were convened he 
did not allow them to hold an influence on the 
decisions of their own body, +F their votes, but 
disposed of every thing catachetically, mostly 
dictating the answers to his own questions him- 
self; shewing thereby that he considered his 
preachers in no other light than his catechumen, 
and himself as their pastor, giving them the ne- 
cessary instruction to enable them to act effi- 
ciently as his helpers. 


The plan by which Mr. Wesley maintained 
his patriarchalyauthority over the preachers 
and societiesin America,succeeded well so long 
as his agent, or general assistant was unordain- 
ed, and had not received an order more than he 
had received himself. But as soon as that gen- 
eral assistant received orders which Mr. Wesley 
had never taken, his power (Mr. Wesley’s) was 
so effectually shaken, that but afew years had 
elapsed when that agent claimed the prerogative 
to exercise the same absolute uncontroled au- 
thority over the Methodists in America, which 
Mr. Wesley exercised in Europe. He shewed 
his pretentions to this astonishing prerogative 
by telling Mr. Wesley “no person in Europe 
knew now to direct those in America,” and by 
forming plans to establish himself as the sole 
legislator for the church. Mr. Wesley’s power 
was so great in England, that his will was the 
law of both the preachers and societies, while 
such was the greatness of Mr. Asbury’sin A- 
merica, that it was made his right, on hearing 
each preacher for and against what was in de- 
bate, to determine. A writer says that Mr. 
Wesley, towards the close of his life, chose five 
or six of the preachers whom he formed into a 
kind of privy council to assist him, and take off 
part of his labours. At the yearly conferences 
these preachers with Mr. Wesley formed a se- 
cret committee, in which the principal business 
was arranged, and the most imporlant matters 
determined, before they were proposed to the 
body of the preachers assembled. Soon after 
Mr. Asbury succeeded in obtaining a council to 
consist of men of his own choice, who in con- 
junction with himself had authority to mature 
every thing they judged expedient. From the 
coincidence of these facts, it is clear that Mr. 
Asbury was aiming to be Mr. Wesley’s equal: 
and every circumstance conspires to prove that 
nothing short of the accomplisiment of this could 
afford him satisfaction. 


After the war, the government of the Metho- 
dist societies was changed into an episcopacy, 
subject to a patriarch. It seems a little remark- 
able, however, that that patriarch was a minister 
of another church, of an order inferior to a bish- 
op’s; and, consequently, inferior to that episco- 
pacy which was professedly subject to his com- 
mands. It has always been a question of some 
importance whether Methodist episcopacy was 
properly and regularly authorised, according to 
any correct views entertained upon that subject. 
So far as it regards the main source of authori- 
ty to which we have heretofore been refered b 
the friends of Methodist episcopacy that ques- 
tion has been ably argued. But I shall glance 
at this question in its proper place. While 
Mr. A. was superior to Mr. W. in point of or- 


ders he not only succeeded in ney tn his equal 
in authority, but, really, in my humble opinion, 
far exceeded him. For the American preachers 
were not tg | subject to his control in the dis- 
charge of their ministerial duties, but were 
strangely obligated to perform for him the mean- 
est offices of servants. This we will make evi- 
dent before we are done. But the time had ar- 
rived when Mr. Wesley’s glory was to be eclips- 
ed by the lustre of that greatness to which Mr. 
Asbury had ascended: and well might Mr. W. 
say to him, ‘you strut.” His rapid and steady 
steps towards the attainment, of absolute power 
were almost entirely unimpeded until he reach- 
ed the ache of his ambition. 

After the dissolution of the council, the legis- 
lative power of the church was vested in a gen- 
eral conference composed of all the travelling 
preachers in full connection. A few years after, 
all the preachers in full connection,who had not 
travelled four years were deprived of the privi- 
lege of setting in the general conference, and 
none were admitted as members but those who 
were in full connection and had travelled four 
years preceding the sitting of the conference.— 

hese continued to be the legislative council of 
the church, until the increace of number made 
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For the Methodist Protestant. 
UNITY. 
*¢ Behold, how good and how pleasant it is for brethren to 
dwell together in unity.” 

The spirit of love is essentially the spirit of 
christianity. Itis to the graces of the soul, 
what the atmosphere is to the body. If the air 
we breathe be impure and unhealthy, debility, 
disease, and death, all follow in its train:—so, 
if the temper and spirit of the mind be that of 
unkindness or bitterness, the thoughts and feel- 
ings and actions emanating therefrom, will all 
be tainted with that spirit. 


All seems infected, that the infected spy, 
As all looks yellow to the jaundiced eye. 


How important then it is, that we cultivate a 
spirit of kindness and love, in view of our own 
happiness even in this life-—and most undoubt- 
edly the more of that spirit we acquire,the more 
pleasure will we find in its exercise, and the 
more n¢arly will we be assimilated to that good 
Being whom we are emphatically told, is love. 
But the psalmist declares that it is “good and 
pleasant for brethren to dwell together in unity;” 
and indeed that manis but imperfectly acquaint 
ed with the first elements of christianity, who 
suffers a feeling of unkindness toward his broth- 
er to rest within his bosom; the fire of genius 
may sparkle in his eye—the richest strains of 


and strength of his faith, mountains may be re- 
moved, and mighty miracles be wrought—and 
yet, without love he is but as ‘‘sounding brass 
and a tinkling cymbal!’? In the early ages of 
christianity, when the spirit of its Heavenly 
founder still filled the bosoms of its professors— 
when the whole church was of one soul, and of 
one mind,—the wondering world looked at the 
holy band, and while it persecuted them, filled 
with admiration at their fidelity and kindness to 
each other, cxclaimed, ‘‘see how these christians 
lovo one another.” Qh for a return of those 
days of love and unity; when strifes, and divi- 


Y|sions, and jealousies, and bickerings,shall cease 


from among the people of God; and all who pro- 
fess the religion of Jesus, shall be filled with his 
gentle and loving spirit, and uniting with heart 


and mind under the unfurled banner of his re- 
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splendant cross—shall urge onward the gospel 
car from conquest unto conquest,until the sound 
of praise and thanksgiving shall go up to heav- 
en’s blue dome, from the wide spread universe, 
and the grateful notes be echeed back from the 
rivers even unto the ends of the earth. 

But, while the professed followers of that gen- 
tle and merciful Being,whose dying breath went 
up to his Father’s throne in supplications for the 


pardon and forgiveness of his murderers—while. . 


those, who should be as burning and shining» 
lights to all around—those who should be ena-” 
bled to say with an apostle, “we know that we > 


have gam from death unto life, because we 
lovet 


e brethren”—while professors and teaches . 
ers of religion, forgetting its purest and its ho+ — 
liest precepts give place within their breasts to © 


murmurings and anger, and reproaches toward | 


each other, while this is the case, how powerless 
must be our appeals to the unconverted world: 
with what propriety can we call upon them to 
follow us as we follow Jesus! Oh brethren let 
us put from among us this great evil—let us 
cleanse the gospel banner from this unholy stain; 
and let its folds be unrolled upon the breeze, 
floating free and fair over every clime, without 
one spot or blemish on which infidelity or scep- 


I know that human nature is frail, and ha- 
an reason weak!—I know that with the best 
intentions we are liable to error. And surely 
he who feels a consciousness of his own wander- 
ings, should be ever ready to forgive the errors 
of his brother. He who knows his own imper- 
fections, should not demand perfection from him 
who is equally frail. He who sins himself and 
trusts to be forgiven, should not refuse to for- 
give and forget the offences which others may 
commit. How beautifully does the apostie de- 
scribe this spirit of love, as “bearing all things, 
believing all things, hoping all things,enduring all 
things.” Oh that God would fill our every heart 
with this holy,this undying principle! For says the 
apostle, love never frileth: but whether there 
be prophecies, they shall fail; whether there be 
tongues, they shall cease; whether there be 
knowledge it shall vanish away. Let us then 
cultivate this spirit of love under all circum- 
stances—let us strive to exercise it at all times; 
until under its benign influence this dim and 
darksome world, shall become bright and glo- 
rious as the new made Kden—and we be ena- 
bled to realise in its fullest extent, how good 
and pleasant it is for brethren to dwell together 
In unity. B. H.R. 


For the Methodist Protestant. 
A SHORT ARTICLE SENT TO BE PRINTED. 


Mr. Editor,—Could those who vindicated the 
right of the members of the Methodist Episco- 


it necessary to constitute it a delegated body. Tk may oy doubt of its divinity, 


eloquence flow from his tongue—by the power Ye Church, to be self-governed on the repre- 


entative scheme, have been successful, they 
would not have been called to all the labor and 
sacriflces consequent on the formation and es- 
tablishment of new churches. ‘The first was 
impossible. ‘fhe Ministers of the Methodist 
E. C. would not hear—they could not believe in 
the doctrines of the Reformers. ‘he result is 
a necessary one: ‘hose who will be free Meth- 
odists must form and establish churches for 
themselves. This they cannot do of themseives. 
The Great Head of all churches must be with 
them. All that our Protestant brethren can do 
is to live as christians—preach the pure gospel, 
and look to God for his blessings. When they 
have received the blessings of stability and in- 
crease, and all the fullness of Divine aid, they 
can offer to all who come among them, the bless- 
ings of a free government. Their mission is, 
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_., that their passions, and not enlightened minds 
been brought among us. 


>> ** as an unstationed preacher ascends the pulpit— 


METHODIST PROTESTANT. 


then, to offer the pure gospel, and religious li- 
berty to their fellow-men. 

But these intentions are sometimes quite dis- 
appointed. Persons who are not so imbued 
with grace as they should be—persons who do 
not understand our principles—who united with 
us because of local bickerings in the Methodist 
E. C,—-sometimes come to our churches. We 


judge charitably of them—but too soon we find 


For instance: Some of these new comers 
haye no regaid for the rights of ‘local preach- 
ers.’—These still repeat all the lessons of 
the old church; and,all its scandalising influence 
is seen in full operation on their minds, as soon 


out go some—peace go with them—pity they 
should ever return—we dont want such peo- 
pie among us—and they must know as much, 
fore we can have the peace we seek.— 
What! have these men so little sense as to wish 
us to believe that they are incapable of divine 
worship unless some one preaches that they pre- 
fer? Pity—I say a thousand pities, that such 
men ever leaped into the enclosures of our 
church. Everlasting grumblers—destroyers of 
christian fellowship—goads in the sides of men 
who are called of God to minister in holy 
things. They talk about self-government!— 
Nay, they are self destroyers, and destroyers of 
the church, A Layman. 


[The publisher, to prevent misconstruction of 
the signature “‘A Layman” would state, that the 
writer is truly‘a Layman, and has a son in the 
Methodist Protestant Itinerant field. } 


We copy the following with much pleasure from 
the New York Evangelist,and hope the appeal 
will be felt and honoured by the liberal: 


AN APPEAL TO CHRISTIAN BENEVOLENCE. 


Christianity itself, directly or indirectly, is the 
sum total of benevolence from God to man. It 
is a blessing which sanctifies all others, and 


heart of this great community, through all its re- 
mote members, a poison at once calculated to 
disease the mind, the morals, and the life of ev- 
ery part, and eventually to paralize the moral 
energies of this immense body. This organiza- 
tion fearlessly assails christianity as a whole; of 
course all its parts. every christian communion, 
every individual member is involved. Whatever 
diversities may exist among christian people on 
minor points, there surely must be a coalescence 
of sentiment and feeling here. 


The first day of May determines whether this 
house, now denominated the ‘‘Hall of Science,”’ 
shall be continued as the rendezvous of sceptics, 
or be added to the list of churches as a house of 
prayer, the tabernacle of the great Jehovah.— 
There is an infant community now springing 
rapidly into notice almost through the Unite 
States; but asan infant christian community,ne- 
cessarily taxed with many expenditures. But 
some two or three members of this community, 
denominated Methodist Protestants, have ad- 
vanced $1000 towards payment of said proper- 
ty, and onthe payment of $1000 more on the 
firstday of May, they will receive full posses- 
sion of thé property. Until that time, it must 
be, as it has been for some time past; alternate- 
ly occupied by christians and sceptics. 


This detail is given to the christian communi- 
ty, that those who are generously and friendly 
disposed, (and we should expect that all chris- 
tians will be so,) may have it in their power to 
give timely aid, according to their ability in this 
good work. Their liberality will be kindly re- 
ceived and properly applied by the following 
gentlemen: Rev. J. Leavitt, Editor of the Evan- 
gelist, Thomas Hope, 74 Oliver street, Thomas 

cott, corner of Jacob and Ferry streets, Isaac 
Odell, 8S Chrystie street, or David Ayers, 132 
Maiden lane. 


And such liberality will be gratefully acknow- 
ledged by the society. It will doubtless be 
pleasing to all to learn, that under all our disad- 
vantages for divine worship at that place, an in- 


without it human life itself cannot be consid-| creasing congregation of much promise already 


ered agood. But for its gracious provisions,the 
strong probability is, that human existence had 


worship there, and sundry persons have already 
professed to find peace with heaven. We 


been long since interdicted by the universal|should deem itindelicate to ourselves, and dis- 


Sovereign. 

Though its benefits are paramount, the insults 
it has received have been insufferably atrocious. 
Here, in the metropolis of American commerce, 
in the very heart of this christian republic, open 
rebellion against Christ, and of course indirectly 
against all that is dear to us as christians, is or- 
ganized and avowed. And our citizens, our 
children, our sons, still more horrible if possible, 
our daughters, are urged by example and by 
precept,to collude in unblushing treason against 
Christ, and the dearest interests of society. 
And this organization, like the first rebel against 
God, in his first assault upon our race, selects 
paradise for his tragedy; and sanctifiees his 
scheme of ruin with superior pretensions to 
science. Yes, this organization is in a sort of 
holy place,a house originally erected for the ser- 
vice of the Most High God, in the very heart of 
the city of New York. Ina sort of mock tri- 
umph, it has inscribed in novel characters, in 
the face of the world, to catch the unwary, 
“THe Haw or Scrence.”’ And in this once 
holy place, it has, (worse than the traffic in oxen 
and doves,) a libertine printing press, under the 
imposing appellation of the ‘Free Enquirer,” 
which would sell the Saviour himself for less 
than twenty pieces of silver, and the object of 


respectful to the christian community in the city 
of New York, to be importunate in this matter. 
It is enough for them to know, that we are em- 
ployed in a great and good work,and need help! 
and poor as we are, we neither expect nor desire 
aid from any except cheerful givers; for such 
alone the Lord will bless. We would only re- 
quest our christian friends to inquire, what ob- 
ject is more worthy of theiraid. And we doubt 
not but their conclusions will be favorable to 
our aid or relief, as members of a common bo- 
dy, contending for the triumph of the cross over 
sceptical opposition at the Hall of Science. 
New York, April, 1832. 


A RELIGIOUS LIFE. 


The beauty of a religious life is one of its 
greatest recommendatious. What does it pro- 
less? Peace to all mankind; it teaches us those 
arts which will render us beloved and respected 
which will contribute to our present comfort as 
well as our future happiness. Its greatest orna- 
ment is charity—it inculcates nothing but love 
and simplicity of affection; it breaths nothing 
but the purest spirit of delight—in short it isa 
system perfectly calculated to benefit the heart, 


which is to pour Out and diffuse, as from the 


improve the mind, and enlight ° 
standing. ad, ghten the under 


From the Journal of Humanity. 
A DRUNKARD’S DEATH. 


Did you ever see a drunkard die?—Never?-— 
Then you never saw the most heart-rending,aw- 
ful scene that ever transpired upon earth. | 

I once sawadrunkard die. It was many years 
since, but the dreadful night is still as distinctly 
before me, as though it were but yesterday; and 
so vivid an impression did it make upon my 
mind, that I fear it will never be effaced. 

He had once been a sober and happy man.— 
His business prospered, his prospects flattering, 
his family—as lovely a family as ever existed 
this side of Heaven—were all that he could 
wish. The sun never shone on more love,peace 
and happiness than were found around that fire- 
side. 

But in an evil hour, he tasted the poisonous 
cup, and all was lost. He became a drunkard. 
Oh that last hour,—the last hour of the destroy- 
erof himself, the hopes of his friends, and the 
prospects of his family,—of him who had delib- 
erately — a blighting curse upon-all that 
was beautiful. As he lay upon his bed groaning 
under the burden of a guilty conscience, and his 
family—they were still lovely, although reduced 
to beggary by his infernal appetite,—gathered 
weeping around his bed, I came into the room, 
‘‘Doctor,” said he, “do you believe there isa 
hell?—a hell?” laying a strong emphasis upon 
the last word as he repeated it. ‘‘I certainly 
do,’ [replied. ‘I know there is,” rejoined he. 
“I know there is for I feel it here—laying his 
hand on his breast—I feel it here; the worm 
that can never die, the fire that can never be 

uenched,eternal punishment,endless torments. 
t feel them, they have begun to be my portion, 
even in this world.” I suggested to him that 
the mercy of God was infinite, and would be 
extended even to the vilest sinner upon re- 
pentance. Repentance” said he, catching my 
words, ‘‘Repentance, | cannot repent; the time 
of repentance is gone forever! I can reflect on 
my treatment to my wife, on my dreadful abuse 
of my children, on my loss of respect, honor, 
and every noble feeling, and still not be moved, 
not to be penitent. The day of repentance is 
anger is no hope; I am lost—I am lost!” 

orror-struck with his expressions of despair, 
and with the agony depicted in the countenance 
of his wife, and the bursts of grief from his 
children, | knew not what to say. He lay si- 
lent fora few minutes, and again burst forth in- 
to the must blasphemous expressions of horror 
and despair; and these were followed by a cry, 
as if coming up from the world of woe,for rum: 
“Give me some rum! give mesome rum!” Fear- 
ing that in his paroxysin of rage he might sprin 
(rom his bed, and do injury to thuse around, as 
he had on similar occasions exhibited more than 
human strength, [ ordered it to be given him.— 
His wife brought it to his bedside. Raising 
himself upon his pillow, and seizing the tum- 
bler with a convulsive grasp, in buth his hands, 
he made an ineffectual attempt to carry it to his 
mouth. Enraged at his repeated failures, occa- 
sioned by the high excitement of his nervous Sys- 
tem, he uttered a dreadful oath, and called upon 
his wife for assistance. She turned from sooth- 
ing the distress of their youngest child, a beau- 
tiful little girl of some four or five years old, 
whose excessive grief had drawn the attention 
of the mother even from the dying husband—to 
afford him her aid; but ere she could reach the 
bed, with a fiendish laugh, and a more than hell- 
ish spite, he dashed from him the tumbler, and 


muttered, Damnation! damnation! fell back and 
expired. G. K. 
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BALTIMORE: 


FRIDAY, APRIL 27, 1832. | 


FREACHERS AID SOCIETIES. 


The propriety and necessity of establishing 
Preachers Aid Societies, must, we thiuk, be ob- 
vious to all acquainted with Methodist econo- 
my. The contributions of the members, and 
those of the congregations being altogether vol- 
untary, almost of necessity leaves the means of 
the support of the preachers in a precarious 
state. In the Methodist Protestant Church,there 
are no pains and penalties enacted, to extort 
funds from the people for the support of the 
ministry. The preachers go from their confer- 
ences to fill the appointments made by the con- 
ference authorities, and are altogether depen- 
dent upon those to whom they minister for a 
support. If the preachers do not obtain a sup- 
port from the friends of the church, in vain may 
they look for it from the enemies of the church. 
Shall those men of God, many of whom have 
families, but who have been constrained by di- 
vine grace and the church, to enter the vine- 
yard of the Lord in the infancy of the church; — 
we say, shall those be permitted to want the 
scanty allowance awarded them by the church 
authorities? Hundreds have been permitted to 
labour ardently in years past, and have been left 
deficient whilst in the faithful discharge of their 
ministerial duty; and when infirmity and age 
have come upon them, and they have been 
obliged to retire from active service, the balance 
of their life has been embittered by the poignan- 
cy of personal poverty, and their families have 
been the subjects of deep pecuniary distress. 


Shall this state of things take place in the 
Methodist Protestant Church? We answer it 
must inevitably be the case of many, unless we 
commence efficient operations in our infancy to 
prevent its occurrence. Many of the members 
and unstationed ministers in her ranks have 
evinced aliberality which has immortalized their 
name and character. 

Many out of their abundance have cast into 


_ the treasury liberally, whilst many others of the 


little they possessed have cheerfully cast in their 


' mite. Yet there are those who possess much 


property, real and personal, and whose revenue 
is considerable, who appear by the smallness of 
their contributions towards the cause of God to 
care little about the cause, or those who labour 
for souls) We have known some in former 
years whose circumstances would justify the 
contribution of 100 dollars per annum, or $25 


per quarter, who have contributed not more than 


$5 per quarter—nay, we have known some of 
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these to contribute not more than $1 per quarter! | 
as it is generally admitted in’ most 
churches, that the rich in point of number is 
small in proportion to those who are poor; it 
ought to be expected that the wealthy will at 
least give in proportion to their circumstanc- 
es towarcs the just claims of the church of 
which they are members, and were they thus to 
contribute universally there would be little, per 
haps nolack. | | 
How frequently does it happen that those who 
labour in the daily sweat of their brows give as 
much, nay more than those who live in ease 
and affluence? We have often seen the former 
when solicited for a contribution in view of some 
case of necessity, repair with open countenanc- 
es and cheerful feet to their little store and draw 
therefrom a sum (which has surprized the person 
soliciting,) and hand it to the receiver with ex- 
pressions of the utmost gladness that they had 
it in their power thus to lessen the woes and 
wants of their brethren and the church. 


On the other hand we have seen appeals made 
to some of the rich, and they have looked and 
expressed the utmost dissatisfaction, ‘I cannot 
afford it’’—‘‘Always begging’ am wearied 
out with applications for money’’—“I cannot 
give any thing at present,” or “I cannot stand 
it,’ or “I will give no more.” May God pity 
such rich men! If any thing should be contri- 
buted by these, the sum is generally so small 
that the applicant is ashamed to shew the amount 
to others whose circumstances are equal to the 
donor, and more mortified to display it to the 
view of the poor but liberal ones. 

Do you say the picture is too highly coloured? 
We ask you reader to become the pioneer or 
applicant in charitable objects—and if you do 
not make the same report, we will agree to re- 
tract most cheerfully. For us to talk about great 
missionary and Gospel enterprizes being con- 
ducted without great Christian liberality is idle. 
The means must be in proportion to the object 
inview. ‘To talk about having a ministry that 
shalllive and labour and die honourably in the 
field of Gospel labour is all in vain, whilst the 
means are withheld to sustain their bodily wants, 
such heralds may die martyrs to poverty, but 
their lives and their services cannot be contin- 
ued longer than they are supported. 

We have heard with much pleasure that the 
females (one ef which sex is well said to have 
been ‘‘last at the cross and first at the sepulchre 
of her dying and risen Saviour,”’) on some of our 
circuits are establishing Preachers Aid Societies, 
for the purpose of assisting to contribute to 
making up the deficiency of the preachers who 
may labour amongst them. 

We say to such females, whether in or out of 
the church, go on and prosecute your heavenly 
purpose. The blessing of the recipients of your 
bounty will be yours, and the God whom you 
honour by your benevolence to his faithful ser- 
vants will openly reward you for your labour of 
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love;—and to all our female friends on other cir- 


cuits and stations, we would affectionately 
go and do likewise. | i 
{Our patrons who have not yet paid their. ge’ re" ok AW 

present year’s subscription, are informed 


the sum of two dollars and fifty cents is 

ed to be paid before the first of July next, tHGRiENNNNNEE 

who defer payment after that period will fee 


te 


dulgence will be expected by those who"“have 


received books more than six months sincea— 

This notice he expects will induce all such to a 
remit per mail forthwith. Orders ase respectful- ~ 
ly solicited from those who are punctual in pay- , 


ment—such shall meet prompt execution. 


ig We have just recei#ed the American Meth- 
odist Chronological Chart, exhibiting an outline 
of the following subjects, viz: Ist. Episcopacy 
and its forerunner, the office of General Assis- 
tant—also, the encroachments of Episcopacy 
upon the liberties of the preachers and members. 

2d. Presiding Eldership, its origin, progress 
and importance as an auxilliary to the Epicopacy. 

$d. The Conference, together with the chang- 
es and revolutions through which it passed, un- 
der the controling power and influence of the 
Episcopacy, with the number of preachers in full 
connexion during the most important trans- 
actions. 

4th. The laity and local preachers, shewing 
their entire subjection to the travelling preach- 
ers, together with the number of the two former 
during the most important transactions concern- 
ing them, embracing a period of 62 years, viz: 
from 1766 to 1828, with the dates prefixed to 
each transaction—to which is added some in. 
teresting facts in reference to the movements of 
the friends of Reform in the Methodist Episco- 
pal Church. 

The Chart has been prepared with much care 
and great fidelity by the Rev. William C. Pool 
formerly a travelling preacher in the Methodist 
Episcopal Church, and now an itinerant preach- 
er in the Methodist Protestant Church. 

The events and circumstances recorded on the 
Chart exhibit in a condensed view how the pow- 
er was wrested fromthe many of the church by 
the few. Wecordially recommend this Chart 
to every friend of the Methodist Protestant 
Church, under the impression that it will furnish 
them with data from which to deduce facts, the 
most irresistible, of the power of the travelling 
preachers over the local preachers and members 
of the Methodist Episcopal Church—a power 
still claimed and exercised by the former over 
that entire Church. 

The author has kindly consented to furnish 
us for publication in the Methodist Protestant, 
not only a Key to the Chart,but a series ofnum- 
bers containing an interesting history of the 
principal events noticed on the Chart—which, 
however, is by no means understood to be a 
substitute for the Chart—the Chart being in- 
dispensably necessary to understand the refer- 
ences made in the series which we commence in 
this number. The Chart is published on a full 
sheet of medium paper, and can be obtained of 
J. J. Harrod at $1 per dozen or 12} cts. pr.copy. 


After the present number, it 1s our inten- 
tion to publish such marriages as shall be sent 


to us free of expence, accompanied by a respon- 
sible name. 
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have the pleasure of informing our: 
friends and the public, that we are interested in 


the new edition of Mosheim’s Ecclesiastical 
History, to be published in two handsome oc- 
tayo volumes. This is the standard work on 
Church History amongst Protestants generally. 


/ The two volumes will include all that was former- 
ie cn in four volumes. We barely at 


Seas time announce the fact of our interest in 


@his handsome and cheapest edition. We shall 
a more detailed account hereafter. In the 
as meantime we know many will be wanting this 
i ead valuable work, and this notice is merely 


rize them of their soon having an oppor- 
tunity of procuring it on terms more interesting 
to them than it at present can be obtained—sub- 
scription papers will be ready in a few days. 

We have also in preparation a neat pocket 
volume of Wattson the mind. If our preach- 
ers and friends will only exert themselves as do 
those of the M. E. Charch, there will be no lack 
of good books—and whilst on this subject, we 
would make the remark, that the supply of good 
books ready for orders is perhaps greater in va- 
riety than was that of the old Church for thirty 

ears after its establishment in the United States. 
Wil not our preachers universally aid in circu- 
lating the books, and thereby sustain this part 


of our infant establishment’ 


“Omricon”’ is truly welcome to our columns. 
His are the productions of a philosophic mind 
trained to thinking, and richly stored with the 
varied fruits of ancient and modern literature. 
He is generally known to our readers and highly 
respected. We hope he will continue the of- 
ferings of his pen for the edification of our nu- 
merous readers. 


The’ piece of our youthful friend Omega, in 
our last number contains a few errors, which 
were not noticed by the Editor, he being under 
the impression that it had passed under the eye 
of a learned friend, in which, however, he was 
mistaken. The errors are in some of the His- 
torical references,and will be readily discovered. 
We need not be more particular. 


Our obligations are increasing in number to 
our correspondents—‘‘Laicus,” “R.” ‘Devo- 
tion,’, “John,” &c. We say to all our corres- 
pondents both old and new, that we are their 
debtors, and we wish them to keep us such. 


ADDRESS OF REV. W. W. HILL, 


On resigning his office as President of the North 
Carolina Conference. 


Dear Bretruren,—The cause which led to 
our union as a distinct christian community we 
have no disposition at present to delineate or to 
deplore. Itremains, and will remain when we 
have passed away to the peaceful abodes of the 
grave a subject of deliberation for impartial pos- 
terity; and whatever may have been the cause 
or causes, the general result will doubtless be 
controled by the unerring providence of Heaven 
for the general good of society: nor will the 
malevolent tempers or malicious acts of wicked 
individuals on either side refute this general 
conclusion: When we turn from the cause, 
which to the best ofus must often appear cloud- 
ed with melancholy recollections, to the objects 
of our community, the clear cunshine of Heav- 
en which breaks upon it must animate every soul 
not palsied by culpable apathy. It is to give 
success to the only system ever known, which 
yrorinee an effectual cure for the moral mala- 

of our race, and reveals to their languish- 
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ing hopes life and immortality. \[t is to recom-|tune more general attention to the circulation 
mend successfully free salvation to free Ameri-|of our books, as also to the patronage of our 
cans, and to the world upon a liberal plan, alike | paper. Both will be found important auxiliaries 
removed from anarchy on the one hand and des-|to our success as acchristiancommunity. 

potism on the other. We have great cause of| After having filled the responsible office which 
gratitude to God, and, under him, to our coun-|I sustain a full constitutional term, at this criti- 
try and friends for success. Whilst the last|cal period of our existence as a christian com- 
twelve months neighborhoods have been revolu-| munity, the spirit of our system at least invites 
tionised by our labors of love, and scores and|me to retire; and, as precedents are important, 
hundreds have professed life from a death of sin.| [ shall do so with a grateful regard to your re- 


Since our last annual meeting our beloved iterated confidence. In your choice of a suc- 
brothers Swift and Hunter have left our field of| cessor, may God enable you to select a man who 
toil, and gone to their eternal reward. This be-| will be more successful in furthering the inter- 
reavement gives us pain and pleasure. Pain at} ests of christianity in general, and of our Zion 
the loss we have sustained as a church; pleasure | in particular: and as [have it in contemplation 
in the assurance they rest in Heaven. With the | t© travel beyond the limits of our State during 
brief biography of the former you have been the present year,a recommendation to our breth- 
made acquainted through our paper. Itis due} ren elsewhere would be gratefully received.— 
to you and to our connection to take some May the sovereign disposer of events smile 
further obituary notice of the latter. Our be-| Upon us and our labours. Accept the — 
loved brother Hunter, in the term of his pilgri-| ances of my high esteem and undiminished af- 
mage, fell a little short cf his three score and | fection. W. W. Hitt. 


ten. In early life he professed the religion of} On motion, Resolved, That we tender the 
Christ; and, in full confidence of its Heavenly | thanks of the conference to brother Hill for the 
truths, he expired after the labours of forty odd | able, faithful and impartial manner with which 
years in the ministry; several of which he de-| he has discharged the arduous and responsible 
voted as an Itinerant Methodist Preacher, and| duties of President. 

some of which as a presiding elder in that} Resolved, That his communication and resig- 
church. He was among the early advocates} nation be published in the Mutual Rights and 
of representation in the government of the} Methodist Protestant, and in each of the papers 
Methodist Episcopal Church; and for this of-| of this city. 

fence he suffered, with a band of veteran vic-| Resolved further, That we grant to our be- 
tims,expulsion from said church by the dominant | loved brother Hill, a certificate, to be signed by 
party. His expulsion, so far from impairing his| the President and countersigned by the Secre- 
moral worth in the circle of his acquaintances, | tary, recommending him to society in general, 
left not the smell of fire upon his garments; but| and to our friends and brethren in particular, as 
to all human appearace abundantly augmented|a man, whose moral and intellectual worth em- 
his usefulness. His zeal was invincible, though] inently qualify him to subserve the purposes of 
mild and affectionate; his efforts were unremit-|the Gospel, and thereby the best interests of 


ting as a minister and reformer, though far re-|society. | (Signed) Wm. H. Wi ts, Sec’y. 
moved from sashness, and full of charitable 


kindness. Few ever excelled him in sweetness 
of disposition, and none in an ardent desire to 


promote the Redeemer’s Kingdom. His pro- From the Methodist Correspondent. 
fession of experimental christianity was fervent, 


and his possession of it evinced by correspond- 
ing piety in all the relations of life, Who of ’ ; 
his enemies will not accord to him at least the} 4®°ther veteran of the cross has been called 
imposing honors of an honest man? Many may home. Another of our fellow travellers, who has 
die more famed, but few will die more lamented | SPe"t years fighting in the good fight, has gone 
by their neighbors and acquaintance. to receive a crown of righteousness from the 
While God afflicts with one hand, he com- ey nied 1 gee judge, whose appearing 
forts with the other. He has given us young sob wk % 
soldiers to fili the posts of those fallen veterans. th t J t h SPCR Coat 
Oh! thathe may clothe them and fill them with| “'%? ‘error; to view that stroke which at once 
corresponding graces and virtues, that th Separates us from all the temptations, troubles, 
88 i” ey May! and perplexities incident to thi bati 
rival the usefulness of their fallen fathers. lonary 
orror,and to look upon 
= ete me ie principle always important] the conquered monster as yet our foe. How dif. 
ies) success, ferent were the feelings of our great apostle, 
; pe. b ur people are emphati-| when, viewing the time of his departure as just 
cally at peace among t emselves,and the machi-| a hand, he cried out with ecstacy, “I have fin- 
nations of those who would divide us, whether] jcshed my course.” How emphatic! How full 
by persecution or by flattering or fawning, have | of meaning! View the contender of Olympjc 
failed. Purity—Gospel purity, so important to — 
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shall be a happier jous breast heaves big with mingled feelings of 
peop dead.’ be hope and fear. He draws near the end of his 
Method is important in our fiscal arrange-|race. He sees the goal. He is foremost—what 
ments. Hitherto the burden has fallen rather joy and triumph fill his soul. With “one eye 
heavily upon a few promptand liberal spirits.— | bent upon the wished-for mark, the other on the 
No system, however excellent in itself, can suc-| wreath of victory just about to encircle his 
ceed without the practical co-operation of its brow, held out to urge him on to speed,he pres- 
friends. It is hoped that ours will be sustained | ses forward. He gains the goal, and saad th 
by the influence of every individual member of ~ ‘ihe : 


shouts of 
our body, especially by our official members in 


| tory. Does he now regret that the race is over? 
every department. I would particularly impor-! Does he now wish to Sone the arduous task a 


christian communities, prevails in our member- et @ the assembled multitudes of ht el 
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commence anew? No. 
way and lost the race, well might he view with 
useless sorrow and regret, his more industrious 
competitor receive the crown, to him forever 
lost, and lost through indolence. 

The feelings of our apostle were no doubt 
those of a victor, when in the fullness of his joy- 
ful soul he exclaimed, ‘‘The time of my depar- 
ture is at hand.”’. He was conscious of having 
manfully contended for the prize, and his confi- 
dence in the righteousness of his judge was uh- 
wavering, ‘‘which the Lord, the righteous judge, 
will give me at that day.’”” And such in a high 
degree was the experience of our departed 
brother. Throug a lingering illness, he main- 
tained that calm serenity of soul and Christian 
confidence, which the religion of the Redeem- 
er alone can inspire. Nor when he saw the hour 
of his departure at hand was he forsaken, He 
had the testimony of a good conscience. He 
had kept the faith. He had long tried his Re- 
deemer, and always found him a present help, 
and could now exclaim with Job of old— 
“Though he slay me, yet will trust in him.” He 
knew he had nothing to fear—the lion of the 
tribe of Judah was his strength, and death a 
conquered foe. 

Who can look upon the death-bed of the just 
without emotion? We can behold the hand of 
death let fall the thin curtain which separates 
the redeemed of the Lord fromthose mansions 
which he has prepared for them in his Father’s 
house, and not feel indeed ‘‘quite in the verge 
of heaven?” 

Infidelity may blind, whilst we behold noth- 
ing but the calm and sunshine of life, but who 
would not wish the Christian’s God in the hour 
of death? Some may be ready to ask, how do I 
know myself immortal? How do I know myself 
possessed of a soul? 

May notall this be the prejudice of education? 
Can matter reason? Whence is it that all fly 
instinctively with inward horror from the bare 
idea of annihilation? Why is it that we had al- 
most rather live in the torments of hell itself, 
than be forever stricken out of existence? Qh, 
infidel, thou hast a soul! Thy wisdom is to live 
the life of the righteous—then shall the strong 
God of the righteous be thy support when all 
human aid shall be vain. RR. 


DEATH OF HUME, 


A correspondent of the (London) Christian 
Observer, for November last, takes a statement 
of the following circumstances, relating to the 
death-bed of David Hume,—a subject which ap- 
pears to have been misrepresented by his friends. 

I inclose a passage relative to the death-bed 
ef Hume the historian, which appeared many 

ears ago in an Edinburgh newspaper,and which 
eve not aware was ever contradicted. Adam 
Smith’s we!l known narrative of Hume’s last 
hours has been often cited to prove how calmly 
a philosophical infidel can die, but,if the inclos- 
ed account be correct, very different was the pic- 
ture. I copy it as I find it, thinking it possible 
that some of yournumerous readers may be able 
to cast some light upon the subject.» If tlie 
facts alleged in the following statement are not 
authentic, they ought to be disproved before tra- 
dition is too remote; if authentic, they are of 
considerable importance on account of the reli- 

ious use which has been made of the popular 
narrative; just as was the case in regard to the 
death-bed of Voltaire, which, to this hour, in 
spite of well-proved facts infidel writers main- 
tain, was calm and philosophical. The follow- 
ing is the story:— 


Had he loitered by the 


‘sAbout the end of 1776, a few months after 
the historian’s death, a respectable looking wo- 
man, dressed in black,came into the Haddington 
stage coach while passing through Edinburgh. 

“The conversation among the passengers 
which had. been ot for a few minutes, 
was resumed,which the lady soon found 
to be regarding the state of mind persons were 
in at the prospect of death. One gentleman ar- 
gued that a real Christrian was more likely to 
view the’ approach of death with composure,than 
he who-had looked upon religion as unworthy 
his notice. Another (an English gentleman) 
insisted that an infidel could look to his end 
with as much complacency and peace of mind 
as the best christian in the land, ‘This being 
denied by his opponent, he bade him consider 
the death of his countryman David Hume, who 
was an acknowledged infidel, and yet died not 
only happy and tranquil, but even spoke of his 
dissolution with a degree of gaiety and humour. 
The lady who had lately joined them turned 
round tothe last speaker and said, ‘Sir, this is 
all you know about it: I could tell you another 
tale.’ ‘Madam,’ replied the gentleman, ‘I pre- 
sume I have as good information as you can 
have on this subject, and | believethat what I 
have asserted regarding Mr. Hume has never be- 
fore been called in question.” The lady con- 
tinued: ‘Sir, | was Mr. Hume’s housekeeper for 
many years, and was with him in his last mo- 
ments; and the mourning I now wear was a pre- 
sent from his relatives for my attention to him 
on his death-bed; and happy would I have been, 
if | could have borne my testimony to the mis- 
taken opinion that has gone abroad of his peace- 
ful and composed end. I have, sir, never till 
this hour opened my mouth on this subject; but 
I think it a pity the world should be kept in the 
dark on so interesting a topic. It is true, sir, 
that when Mr. Hume’s friends were with him, 
he was cheerful, and seemed quite unconcerned 
about his approaching fate; nay,frequently spoke 
of it to them in a jocular and playful way; but 
when he was alone, the scene was very different: 
he was any thing but composed; his mental agi- 
tation was so great at times as to occasion his 
whole bed to shake. He would not allow the 
candles to be put out during the night,nor would 
he be left alone fora minute. I had always to 
ring the bell for one of the servants to be in the 
room, before he would allow me to leave it. He 
stugeled hard to appear composed even before 
me; but to one who attended his bed-side for so 
many days and nights, and witnessed his dis- 
turbed sleeps and still more'disturbed wakings; 
who frequently heard his involuntary breathings 
of remorse and frighttul startings; it was no dit- 
ficult matter to determine that all was not right 
within. This continued and increased until he 
became insensible. I hope in God [ shall never 
witness a similar scene.” 

I leave your readers, to weigh the probability 
of this narrative; for myself 1 see nothing un- 
likely in it; for a man who had exerted all his 
talents to devrive mankind of their dearest 
hopes, and only consolation in the day of trial 
and the hour of death, might well be expected 
to suffer remorse in the dying hour; and the al- 
leged narrator of the circumstance, who states 
herself to have been his housekeeper, is affirmed 
to have made the declaration on the spur of the 
occasion, from regard to truth, and by no means 
from any pique or dislike towards Mr. Hume or 
his family. Some of your northern readers may 
perhaps be able to inform me who was Mr, 
Hume’s housekeeperat the time of his death, and 
whether there is any proof in writing, memory, or 
tradition, to the effect of her alleged statement. 


‘cord, which he might impute. to design. 
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HOME. 
Beautiful Extract. 


the thoughts may return with delight to the plea- 
sures of childhood, and banquet unsated on the 
recollections of youth. Who does not remem- 
ber the companions of youth. Who does not 
remember.the companions of his early years, 
and the mother who watched over his dangers, 
and the father who counselled him,and the mas- 
ter who instructed him, and the sister whose 
sweet voice reproved his wildness? Who does 
not remember the tree under which he played, 
and the house in which he lived, and even the 
moonbeam which slept upon his bed? Who has 
not returned, in sunlight and in sleep, to the 
scenes of his earliest and purest joys, and to the 
green and humble mounds where his sorrows 
have gone forth over the loved and the lost who 
were dear to his soul? And who does not love 
to indulge these remembrances, though the 

bring swelling tides to his heart and tears to his 
eyes? And whose ideas are so limited that he 
does not extend his thoughts to the days and the 
dwellings of his ancestors, until he seems to be- 
come a portiun of the mountain and the stream, 
and to prolong his existence through the centuries 
which are passed??’—Lewis’s History of Lynn. 


THE IRISH ORPHAN. 


There is in every nation, a kindred tie to re- 
latives, which time or distance cannot wholly 
efface. Perhaps this tie is as strong in the Irish 
as in any nation whatever. 

An Irish youth once staid in my house a few 
weeks, for the purpose of study. His sweetness 
of disposition and amiable deportment equalled 
all I had ever conceived human nature could be 
capable of, in its highest cultiuation.—Sitting 
one evening together, in company with the 
children of the family, mention was made of the 
affection of a mother surpassing all other. A 
silent tear made its way down his cheek, and 
he hastily left the room and returned no more 
that evening. I had never known his history, 
but knew I must have touched some ooneese 

was always pensive, and though pleasant, his 
countenance indicated a something within, which 
had never been uttered. Meeting the next ev- 
ening, I enquired what had so wounded his heart 
the preceding night? The tear again glistened 
in his eye, and he said “I am an orphan in a 
strange land. My father was rich,my mother 
pious. I was her youngest—and in my 7th year 
she died of a consumption. I was by her couch 
for months; through the day listening to her soft 
soothing words, while she laid her hand on my 
head and said: ‘‘poor boy, you will soon be moth- 
erlerless.”” When dying, I stood by her bed; 
her full bright eyes shone upon me—and never, 
O never shall I forget the emaciated hand reach- 
ed out; she could not speak, but the kiss from 
her cold, dying lips, | have never been able to 
wipe away. I hurried from the room, and could © 


and sick of the anxieties and sorrows of life; 


i 


‘Among the pleasures of the mind, ther@ 
few which afford more unalloyed 
t than that which arises from the remembral Bee.” 
the loved and familiar objects of home, 
th ed, as they always are, with the memory Of UM 

innnocent delight of our childhood. This} 
+ of the few pleasures of which the heart Ga 
if be deprived—which the darkest shades of mma 

| fortune serve to bring out in fuller relief, and 

which the uninterrupted passage of the curres cs 

of time tends only to polish and to brighten.=aaaES 
When wearied with the tumult of the 
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‘ aded to see heragain. M father The duty of preserving, and of handing down| of distress, at length established the General 
in discouragement, his ‘to posterity, those liberties, which Chapel Fund, as a measure of general relief. 
- ‘and in afew years my eldest brother took me|‘the giants” of 1795 and 1797 so nobly assert-/ This fund is raised by private subscription, 
"> iid sailed for Canada. I have been tossed from] ed and maintained. was a far more sacred trust,|and public collections, throughout the connex- 
billow to billow, a stranger and alone, but my|and of infinitely higher obligations, than that of{ion. It is administered by a mixed committee 
mother, O my dear mvther!’”’ He burst into a loud | the property vested in them by their trust deeds, | of preachers and laymen, under regulations dic- 
| flood of grief, and could say no more.  |but under the paralyzing influence of one of|tated and enforced by the Conference alone. 
4 Ree : those re-actions to which we have referred, duty [ To be continued. 
* TH: situation of the Trustees -f the English|has been sacrificed to interest, and the great ie 
: Bs "Methodist Preachers Conference Chapels. concern of the trustees an been to fe up a BUSINESS DEPARTMENT. 
We have been solicited, says the Wesleyan hollow peace by a tame | 
i ee testant Methodist Magazine, by a respected After the settlement in 1797, the societies} Remittances received on account of this Volume. via: 
* & —F Correspondent, to insert the following extract greatly prospered, and Methodism continued to| py p. B. Dorsey, for John Eliason and Richard Davis. 
gh Bem the “Circular.” a periodical which, we spread itself in all the towns and villages of the| E. Mudge. By W. J. Holcomb, forSamuel H. Brown. 
to believe. is producing an amazing empire. Good men, whose hearts were en-| Thomas for 
impression on the Conference connexion “| gaged in the work, continued to exert them-| R- Hodson, Jarred Olmstead, A. Gilbert, Henry ? 
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D. Powers, J. W. Moore. 


every part of the kingdom. Though we take 
leave to differ from the editors of the Circular, 
in several of their sentiments, we are glad to 
see them so frequently and ably pdinting out 
the corruptions and tyranny of their favorite 
Conference system. We think they have been 
very successful in the following article; and 
have clearly exposed the iniquity of the ‘“‘Gen- 
eral Chapel Fund,” as it is at present managed. 
They also prove, to demonstration, that the reign 
of Conference pride and tyranny is drawing to 
aclose. The crisis is at hand. 


“It is not our intention at present to enter in” 
to a discussion on the present state of parties in 
the connexion at large. Nor is the time yet 
come for a full exposure of that Conference fac- 
tion which has spread itself on the bosom of the 
constitution with the influence of the nightmare. 
A sincere and earnest regard for the real inter- 
ests of Methodism, restrains us from premature- 
ly rending the veil. For the present, therefore, 
a few general remarks must suffice. 

“Real, genuine Methodism knows nothing of 
the novel invention of the district police; nor 
of the popish attributes of the superintendent. 
If a case had really occurred, (which we firmly 
deny,) in which the majority of the local officers 
had cast off their allegiance to Methodism, and 
to which the fundamental laws of the connexion 


selves to meet the growing exigencies of so 
many new and increasing societies, by the erec- 
tion of suitable chapels in places where they 
were most urgently required. So long as the 
growing interests of Methodism took the lead, 
and imperatively demanded these exertions, 
there was no danger to be apprehended; because 
there was always a flourishing society to indem- 
nify the trustees, and to defray, by gradual and 
unrestrained efforts the expense of the building. 


But towards the close of the late war, and 
during a period of general prosperity, a rage for 
chapel building broke out in the connexion, 
which far outstript the wants of Methodism; and 
astonished the world with a display of opulence 
and magnificence unsuspected in the followers 
of John Wesley. The impulse, once given in 
this direction, nothing could arrest its progress 
until it had spent its force. Not only were 
chapels built for poor congregations which in 
splendour eclipsed the Dissenters, and vied with 
the establishment; but, in many instances, ex- 
pensive buildings were erected in places where 
we had scarcely any society at all, and where 
Methodism was not destined to prevail. The 
enormous cost of these numerous and daily mul- 
liplying erections could never be drawn from 
the pockets of the people; but the credit of the 
trustees, or rather of Methodism, was good; and 
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